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EEMAEKS 


OF 

HON.  JAMES  A.  GARFIELD. 


The  House  having  under  consideration  the  bill  to  revise  the  internal-revenue 
laws : 

Mr.  GARFIELD  said : 

Mr.  Chairman  :  I  have  already  said  all  I  care  to  say  on  the  pend¬ 
ing  amendments  to  this  bill ;  but  I  ask  the  attention  of  the  House 
and  the  country  to  a  matter  which  relates  to  the  work  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Ways  and  Means,  and  especially  to  myself  as  a  member  of 
that  committee.  I  think  it  will  be  interesting  to  the  House  to  ex¬ 
amine  one  of  the  methods  by  which  news  and  public  opinion  are  man¬ 
ufactured. 

I  hold  in  my  hand  a  printed  slip,  about  forty  copies  of  which  have 
come  to  me  in  the  last  five  or  six  days  from  various  quarters  of  the 
country.  1  will  read  the  preliminary  note  and  ask  the  members  of 
the  House  to  notice  its  character  : 

To  the  Editor : 

We  are  requested,  by  the  publishers  of  several  leading  New  York  dailies  as  well 
as  manufacturers  of  paper,  to  inclose  to  you  the  paragraph  printed  below.  If  you 
read  it  our  object  will  have  been  attained.  Your  own  interests  will  dictate  what 
further  use,  if  any,  you  will  make  of  the  suggestion  it  contains.  We  have  no  per¬ 
sonal  interest  except  to  serve  our  friends,  the  publishers  of  newspapers  in  this  and 
other  States. 

GEO.  P.  ROWELL  A  CO. 

New  York,  April  21,  1860. 

Below  this  letter  on  the  same  slip  is  a  ready-made  editorial  which 
I  will  have  printed. 

A  Member.  Let  it  be  read. 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  The  paper  is  as  follows  : 

Whatever  else  may  be  doubtful  about  the  intention  of  the  authors  of  our  tariff 
laws,  they  undoubtedly  meant  to  place  on  the  free  list  all  materials  used  in  the 
manufacture  of  paper.  It  happened  that  pulp  of  wood,  which  is  by  far  the  most 
important  element  in  the  manufacture  of  paper  used  by  the  daily  and  weekly  press 
of  the  country,  was  not  specifically  and  by  name  exempted  from  duty.  Under  a 
Treasury  decision  which  held  that  this  verbal  omission  was  fatal  to  the  free  admis¬ 
sion  of  wood-pulp,  a  few  manufacturers  of  that  article  have  been  able  to  impose  an 
exorbitant  tax  on  the  general  body  of  paper-makers,  by  whom  it  is  of  course  shifted 
on  the  consumers,  the  newspaper  publishers  of  the  country,  and  the  burden  falls 
with  special  hardship  on  publishers  outside  of  the  great  cities — we,  consequently, 
being  impoverished  so  that  a  handful  of  monopolists  may  grow  rich.  The  most 
powerful  champion  of  these  monopolists  is  Representative  Garfield.  Were  his 
opposition  to  the  bill  withdrawn,  the  restoration  of  wood-pulp  to  the  free  list,  where 
it  belongs,  would  be  accomplished  in  a  few  days.  While  his  opposition  continues 
the  monopolists  are  secure.  Can  Mr.  Garfield  afford  to  continue  his  support  of  a 
most  odious  and  oppressive  tax  which  brings  in  no  revenue  to  the  Government,  but 
which  interferes  very  decidedly  with  the  dissemination  of  knowledge  among  the 
people  ? 

I  am  told  that  nine  or  ten  thousand  copies  of  this  slip  have  been 
sent  to  editors  of  various  newspapers  of  the  United  States.  The  ad¬ 
vertising  firm  that  transmits  it  does  not  claim  to  know  anything 
concerning  the  truth  of  what  is  stated  in  the  circular.  No  names  are 
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given  of  those  who  have  asked  the  agency  to  send  out  this  slip ;  but 
it  is  stated  that  certain  publishers  of  leading  New  York  dailies  and 
certain  paper  manufacturers  have  requested  the  firm  to  distribute  this 
slip.  So  without  vouching  for  its  truth — without  pretending  to  know 
or  care  anything  about  it,  and  without  saying  who  it  is  that  makes 
these  charges,  this  firm  sends  to  nine  thousand  newspapers  of  the 
United  States  these  charges  against  the  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means 
generally,  and  closes  with  the  particular  charge  that  I  hold  the  cast¬ 
ing  vote  in  that  committee,  and  by  my  single  vote  prevent  the  action 
of  the  committee  and  consequently  the  action  of  this  House  on  the 
subject. 

I  give  this  slip  as  a  specimen  of  one  of  the  ways  in  which  opinions 
concerning  public  men  and  public  measures  are  manufactured  and 
circulated. 

Probably  five  hundred  newspapers,  small  and  great,  have  already 
published  this  slip  as  an  editorial.  Few,  if  any,  of  them  have  printed 
with  it  the  letter  of  the  advertising  firm  that  sent  it ;  but  the  slip 
itself  is  printed  as  an  editorial  statement  of  the  truth  of  the  case  to 
the  people. 

Now,  for  myself  and  for  the  sake  of  the  truth,  I  wish  the  House  to 
note  this  method  of  manufacturing  public  opinion. 

The  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means  consists  of  thirteen  members. 
Five  of  the  thirteen  are  republicans,  eight  are  democrats.  Now,  this 
advertising  firm  and  the  editors  who  adopt  their  irresponsible  card 
would  have  the  American  people  believe  that  I  hold  the  casting  vote 
in  that  committee  on  this  subject,  and  that  during  the  six  or  eight 
weeks  since  the  question  of  the  duty  on  paper  has  been  before  the 
committee  I  have  held  the  casting  vote  and  have  prevented  the  com¬ 
mittee  and  the  House  from  acting.  I  say  in  reply  that  every  member 
of  that  committee,  without  distinction  of  party,  knows  that  this  state¬ 
ment  of  the  circular  is  absolutely  false  and  without  any  shadow  of 
foundation.  I  say  every  member  of  the  committee  knows  it;  and  yet 
not  a  day  passes  in  which  forty  or  fifty  newspapers  in  the  land  do  not 
contain  this  charge  in  almost  the  identical  words  of  the  advertising 
agency. 

I  say  furthermore  for  myself,  without  disclosing  any  secrets  of  the 
committee,  that  it  is  perfectly  well  known  that  not  only  I  but  sev¬ 
eral  of  my  associates  upon  that  committee  have  for  weeks  expressed 
our  willingness  to  have  this  subject  brought  into  the  House  as  a 
separate  measure ;  but  the  chief  question  has  been  whether  it  should 
be  brought  in  as  a  separate  measure  or  as  a  part  of  a  general  tariff  bill. 

Mr.  FROST.  Will  the  gentleman  permit  me  to  ask  him  a  question  ? 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  Certainly. 

Mr.  FROST.  I  wish  to  ask  the  gentleman  whether  he  is  in  favor 
of  or  opposed  to  free  paper  ? 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  I  may  not  state  what  has  taken  place  in  the  com¬ 
mittee,  but  I  will  say  for  myself,  only,  that  the  protected  articles  in 
the  tariff  laws  average  about  45  per  cent,  ad  valorem.  The  duty  on 
X>aper-pulp  and  printing-paper  pay  20  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  less  than 
one-half  of  the  average  ®f  all  protected  articles;  but  because  this 
brings  in  only  a  small  revenue  to  the  Government,  I  am  willing  for 
one — and  have  been  willing  from  the  beginning  of  this  discussion — 
and  I  think  I  may  speak  for  other  gentlemen  on  the  committee,  to  re¬ 
duce  the  duty  on  paper  and  the  materials  of  its  manufacture  as  low 
as  it  can  possibly  be  reduced  without  destroying  or  crippling  the  in¬ 
dustries  with  which  it  is  connected.  Beyond  that  I  am  not  willing 
to  go  on  any  account,  or  under  any  pressure  from  any  quarter.  [Ap¬ 
plause.] 
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